
Thanks to our WONDER-ful partners
Alta Vista Community Charter School believes 
in the value of global wisdom and 
collaboration. We cherish each opportunity to 
partner with community members and 
businesses who share our commitment to 
educational excellence, including the 
following: 

Sugar Plump Fairies 
Thanks to this Auburn philanthropic 
organization for their 2017 contribution to our 
COMM LAB Costume Closet! 

United Auburn Indian Community 
UAIC’s 2015 grant in excess of $3,000 funding 
snap-block kits and delta science modules for 
hands-on engineering and science labs. 

Sight Word Busters 
Each week the amazing volunteers of Sight 
Word Busters are in our primary grade 
classrooms, bringing the joy of reading to our 
youngest scholars.

JOIN THE WONDER PROJECT
530.885.7067 ph 530.885.7066 fax

http://altavista.auburn.k12.ca.us/

Auburn Garden Club 
Our friends at the Auburn Garden Club 
generously donated funds in 2016 for the 
purchase of stone fruit trees for our garden 
program.  

Auburn Chipotle, Chik-fil-A, and 
Dickie’s BBQ 
The generous owners/managers of these local 
restaurants hosted fundraiser nights for Alta 
Vista during the 2016/17 school year, raising 
over $700 for our program. 
Auburn Jeep Club 
Despite formidable weather, the Auburn Jeep 
Club members were on site in December, 
flipping pancakes for our annual Breakfast 
with Santa fundraiser. 
Boy Scouts of America 
We are fortunate to be the beneficiary of two 
Eagle Scout projects: a beautiful outdoor 
classroom project completed by Beau Bryant, 
and an amazing landscaping project currently 
being completed by Jeremy Brown.
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Enrichment Mondays
What's the role of literacy in project-based learning? It's hard to imagine a project, in any 
subject area, that doesn't involve the essential skills of speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing. With this in mind, Alta Vista will kick off each week in the 2017/18 school year 
with Enrichment Mondays: focusing first on building literacy skills, and then taking on 
real-life interests, challenges and opportunities. 

PBL puts students in the role of active inquirers. Literacy skills get a workout in the process 
of asking valuable questions and seeking answers through research, interviews, observation, 
and other forms of investigation that may involve critical reading and careful listening. 
A typical Alta Vista Enrichment Monday this year will begin with a brief all-school assembly to 
make announcements for the week.  From assembly, students will go to their classrooms for 
45 minutes of literacy skills development with their teacher.  The rest of the day students will 
attend four enrichment classes, led by instructors who are experts in the area they are 
teaching.  Most enrichment classes will change from one trimester to the next, introducing 
students to a variety of experiences. An example of the Enrichment Classes we are 
developing include: 
 Hip Hop Dance Theater Robotics Music  Culinary Arts 
 Forensics Art Maker Space Comm Lab Math Olympiads 
While we have developed lesson plans and have identified some potential instructors, we 
hope parents will help us complete a perfect team of Enrichment Leaders by volunteering or 
putting us in touch with talented individuals who are interested in working with children.  
Volunteers can teach for one trimester or more. Trimester enrichment classes range from 9 - 
12 weeks long, and Enrichment instruction will be from 9:00 am 
to 1:10 pm…a mere 4 hours a week to change a child’s life! 
How You Can Help… 

• Recruit an Enrichment Instructor for one Trimester 

• Volunteer to be an Enrichment Class Chaperone for your 
child’s grade, helping the instructor in class and safely 
guiding students to each Enrichment Class. 

• Donate materials to an Enrichment Class. 

• Contact Mrs. Taylor for more ideas on how to get involved 
with Alta Vista’s Enrichment Mondays.

A LTA V I S TA C O M M U N I T Y C H A RT E R  S C H O O L I S  A C A L I F O R N I A P U B L I C  C H A RT E R  S C H O O L A N D  PA RT O F  T H E  A U B U R N  U N I O N  S C H O O L D I S T R I C T
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WONDER IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM. 
-Socrates
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American Anthropologist and 
esteemed writer Zora Neale 
Hurston referred to research as 
“…poking and prying with a 
purpose.”  I am excited to be a 
part of the transformation of Alta 
Vista’s campus and its students’ 
learning experiences into those of 
wonder by designing environments 
for poking and prying with a 
purpose; we’re calling them 
Innovation Learning Spaces. 
With the support of our District 
Office, PTC, various private 
donors, and community partners, 
our site will open in August with 
several Innovation Learning 
Spaces. Our phenomenal teaching 
team wi l l fac i l i tate young 
scholars’ learning with newly 
developed projects, curriculum, 
field studies and enrichment 
offerings to purposefully poke and 
pry the standards for each grade.  
Finally, I am thrilled to announce 
that this fall I will be working 
with the District Office on a 
feasibility study on whether to 
expand Alta Vista to a TK-8 
charter school. Look for updates 
on this exciting development, and 
in the meantime show our district 
your commitment to our program 
by getting involved!

Camille Taylor, Principal 
ctaylor@auburn.k12.ca.us

Join the  

Auburn Library 

Junior Book 

Club

Summer Reading 
Research shows that children 

who don't read during the 
summer can lose up to three 
months of reading progress. 

Teach your child to value 
reading by making time to 
read with them every day!



Funding Enrichment 
and Technology
The state of California funds its public schools (including charter schools) based upon 
each school’s average daily attendance. This is why we are so diligent about taking 
attendance each morning, because every day your child does not attend school or 
successfully complete independent study, Alta Vista loses state revenue.  
Stakeholder surveys and input consistently reflect that our families would like increased 
enrichment, technology and project-based learning for our students. Funding such 
programs is often more expensive than the traditional school model, and schools like 
ours must creatively fundraise to offer more in these areas. Resources are tight at home 
for many of our families and we don’t want to bombard you with requests for money. 
There is a simple way families can help increase our state revenue with no out-of-pocket 
cost to you…COME TO SCHOOL! Last year, Alta Vista lost over $50,000 in revenue due to 
student absences. While we understand some absences are unavoidable (and we 
appreciate when contagious kids stay home), we think we can do better this year! 
Just like everything else, our school’s academic success and financial stability depends 
on the strength of our partnerships. We are asking families to join us in the goal of 
increasing our revenue by $30,000 by increasing our average daily attendance from 95% 
to 98% (this means missing fewer than 4 days of school during the year). To support this 
goal, we are updating our Student Handbook and Independent Study Forms to be more 
user-friendly and available on the website. We are also committing the funds we receive 
from attendance above 95% to Enrichment and Technology investments. 
Throughout the school year, we will post and announce our ADA rates at Monday 
Assemblies, including the average daily attendance for each classroom, with awards to 
the class with the highest ADA rate at the end of each Trimester.  If we reach our goal, 
not only will our school benefit financially, but we will also have the highest attendance 
in the district, a distinction currently held by Rock Creek with 97.3%. 
Of course, we will continue to look for grants and other resources to fund our amazing 
school, and will continue to invite you to participate in those special events and 
fundraisers throughout the school year which honor our traditions and are successfully 
meeting goals. 
All this focus on money aside, studies show that students whose attendance is 
consistently above 97%, whether through independent study or by attending classes, are 
more confident, better organized and demonstrate a greater depth of knowledge in all 
subjects. Excellence is achieved when each participant shares the commitment to give 
our students the very best we can!   
Thank you in advance for joining me in this campaign.

• Student and Classroom supplies lists are posted to the school website at http://
altavista.auburn.k12.ca.us/  

• Monday, August 7, 3:30-4:00 pm - Teacher Meet-n-Greet (okay to drop off classroom 
supplies, popsicles provided by Bucks Booster Club) 

• Tuesday, August 8 at 8:00 am - The school year begins! This first week of school week 
will combine critical start-of-year academics with community-building, character 
development and process/procedure information. 

• Tuesday, August 15, at 5:30 - Back to School Night (this is a mandatory PARENTS 
ONLY EVENT)

Campus Improvement Projects

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

INNOVATION LEARING SPACE: TK-K-1st OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 
Sensory Exploration is differentiated learning at its finest. Kinesthetic learners need the 
movement and feel of the sensory table. Auditory learners enjoy the dialogue of working 
with other students. The interpersonal learner loves working with other students. The 
spatial learner develops stories and scenarios for play based 
on the table contents. The logical/mathematical learner 
loves sorting/classifying.  

This project will convert the terrace on the window side of 
Rooms 3 and 4 into an outdoor sensory exploration classroom 
for our youngest scholars to explore the world around them, 
form and share opinions, and cultivate the sense of wonder 
that Alta Vista seeks to inspire in its students.

WE NEED YOUR HELP in getting our Innovation Learning Spaces ready for 
students to use beginning in August. Descriptions of what needs to be done is 
included in the information above. Please mark your calendars to join in this 
community building effort and call the office at 530.885.7067 to let us know 
you’re coming.  

Then on Saturday, July 29, bring your builder, organizer, decorator or just 
enthusiastic skills and join us starting at 9 am. Whether you are an Alta Vista 
parent, student or community member, your help is welcome!

CHRISTINA COWAN

INNOVATION LEARING SPACE: COMM LAB 
Located in the Library Building, Alta Vista's COMM LAB will 
encourage students to imagine, create and share, transforming 
the way they learn; move from conventional play to innovation, 
shift focus from media consumption to media production; 

choose collaboration over independence and engagement over isolation. 

This project involves stocking the costume closet, organizing books on the shelves, using 
existing furniture to create collaborative work centers and unstructured exploration of 
the arts, culture, theater, music, technology and literature.

INNOVATION LEARNING SPACE: MAKER SPACE 
Located in the old Computer Lab, Alta Vista’s Maker Space is 
a place for students to give life, shape, function, and 
purpose to their ideas; they utilize knowledge, skills, and 
tools from a wide range of content areas and 
experiences.   it is a place for them to make things that test 
their ideas, find answers, solve problems, and discover new 
ways of doing something.  

This project involves organizing Makerspace materials and tools, installing whiteboard 
design walls, and creating an environment that fosters curiosity and innovation.

The Buck's Booster Club, Alta 
V i s t a ' s p a r e n t - t e a c h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , o r g a n i z e s 
fundraising and community 
building events and activities 
throughout the year. There will 
be two openings on the Buck's 
Booster board this fall; elections 
will take place in September. 
Stay tuned for more information 
in the fall about how to join the 
board.   

The Buck's Booster Club is 
working with Principal Taylor to 
o r g a n i z e s o m e c a m p u s 
beautification this summer and 
fall. As part of this project, we 
are planning to paint some 
murals on various interior and 
exterior walls around campus. If 
you have a great idea for a mural 
and/or are interested in being a 
part of this effort or please let 
us know how you'd like to help.

MRS. SCHWINDT 
our new  

5th Grade Teacher

SAVE THE DATE: 
July 29 Summer Work Party

A WORD FROM  
THE BUCKS BOOSTER CUB

MRS. HUDSPETH 
our new  

1st Grade Teacher

DISCOVERY CLUB AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE AT ALTA VISTA

We are pleased to continue  
partnering with the Auburn Rec 
Dept in housing the Discovery 
Club on our site (in Room 6).   

Discovery Club is accepts TK - 
5th graders following school 
d i smi s sa l ( i nc lud ing ear l y 
dismissal days). For more info 
and to register, visit the ARD 
Discovery Club website at: 
w w w . a u b u r n r e c . c o m /
discovery_club.php.   

Pre-registration through ARD is 
mandatory…no drop-ins.  Space is 
limited. 

REGISTER TODAY!

MARK COOK
ACSA TEACHER WHO  

MAKES A DIFFERENCE

AUBURN ROTARY 
OUTSTANDING TEACHER
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